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Mr. President, 

· My delegation would like to thank you for your leadership and patience throughout the UPR process.  We thank all states which participated in the review of our report, and express our gratitude to the members of the Troika, and the Secretariat of the OHCHR for assistance and support.  

· We thank the representatives of civil society groups which took the floor today for their interest.  We have listened carefully and have taken note of your comments and suggestions.  Several important issues have been raised.  Many of these were addressed by the Leader and other members of our delegation in their interventions at the Working Group in December.  I would like to reiterate that we are fully committed to civil society involvement in the UPR mechanism as well as follow up of our review.

· Bhutan’s own civil society landscape, although in many ways still embryonic, is fast growing.  The Civil Society Authority noted at least 41 organisations waiting to register with the Authority, soon after it’s establishment.  We regret that representatives from Bhutan's NGO community are unable to be with us today.  In the context of the country’s level of development, it is understandable that many national NGOs may not yet have the financial means nor technical capacity to participate at such international for a.  These are the organisations that are more intimately familiar and directly involved with advancing human rights on the ground in Bhutan, and would therefore enjoy greater credibility than some who might choose to cast judgement from afar.  Bhutan would therefore urge the Council to consider means of facilitating and supporting the participation of NGOs from developing and least developed countries in the UPR process, particularly during the Plenary phase.

Mr. President, 

· Bhutan has the necessary legal framework, a supportive administrative machinery, and a growing civil society, which provide a sound environment for the promotion and protection of human rights.  The Government is determined to ensure that the principles of the new Constitution are upheld, that the rule of law is respected, and that all Bhutanese benefit from our democratic transformation.  As we continue to strive for the realization of Gross National Happiness of all our people, we will work to guarantee the full enjoyment of civil and political rights, as well as economic, social and cultural rights.   

Thank you.

